arrett; left, celebrates 
with quarterback Griffim 
Connor after he caught 
pass for'a:‘touchdow 
in their CIF:playoff:game 
“against La Habra on: 
gePridaye S 525. 
|, PAUL RODRIGUEZ ws 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
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Saturday, November 11, 2017 


Edison pulled out a victory 
over La Habra, 28-27, 
in OT in the first round of the 
CIF-SS football playoffs. 
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SEE OC VARSITY FOR MORE CIF PLAYOFF RESULTS, 
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Nation fails 
loo many of 
our returning 
WATTiors 


On Veterans Day, we honor 
those who have served in the 
military. But parades and pat- 

ting ourselves for 

a à putting up flags 

` isnt enough. 


as We fail far too 
E aah many of our young 
L= men and women 
= who have served. 
David Studies show 
Whiting that tens of thou- 
Columnist sands of veterans 


are underemployed, 
underpaid and underserved. Sui- 
cides soar. 

Too often, when new veterans 
want to pull themselves up, the 
only ones helping are other vets. 

In Los Angeles County, only 
65 percent of post-9/11 veterans 
work full time. Their annual sal- 
aries are less than California’s 
median income. More than 1 in 
5 have incomes less than or near 
the poverty level. 

In neighboring counties, the 
statistics are equally grim, or 
worse. In Orange County, for ex- 
ample, the 2015 USC “State of 
the American Veteran” study 
found that only half of post-9/11 
veterans work full time. More 
than one in three have incomes 
at or near the poverty level. 

But together, we can fix this. 

Private companies, nonprofits 
and government organizations 
already are making small dents 
in the problems. And here’s the 
good news: A lot of small dents 
make one giant dent. 

Former Green Beret Aaron 
WHITING » PAGE 8 


THOMAS R. CORDOVA 
— STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Todd Crabtree, a Marine veteran, 
owns and operates four tutoring 
centers in greater Los Angeles. 


1968 in Vietnam. 


Laguna Niguel 


MARK RIGHTMIRE — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


John Hodel of Laguna Niguel stands with his Honda CRF450X off-road motorcycle at his home. Despite still recovering from a broken 
collarbone, he will be racing solo in the Baja 1,000 on Thursday, raising funds for veterans and honoring his older brother. 


BROTHER'S HONOR 


biker will drive 


off-road Baja 1000 by himself — 


leaving room for lost sailor 


By Greg Mellen 
gmellen@scng.com 
@gregmellen on Twitter 


One day in the summer of 
2015, John Hodel glanced at a 
sticker on the back window of 
his Ford F-350 truck. 

It was from the 40th annual 
Baja 1000 race eight years before. 

And in that moment, “The 
light just went on,” Hodel said. 

He knew what he would be do- 
ing in two years. He would be 
part of the 50th running of the 


Focus iconic 1,000-mile 
page: How Off-road race, even 
the country though he hadn't 
takes care raced since then. 

of our vet- Even though 
erans. Hodel, a salesman 
NEWS 9 for CoreLogic, a fi- 


nancial data and 

analytics company, would be 56 
years old on race day and, ad- 
mittedly, not what he once was. 
Other things also grew quickly 
obvious. He wanted to race for a 
charity as he had done in the pre- 
RIDE » PAGE 8 


Dreamers turn up pressure on Congress members 


Sympathy not enough, 
college student says, 
calling for leadership 


By Martin Wisckol 
mwisckol@scng.com 
@MartinWisckol on Twitter 


Irvine Valley College student 
Rosa Rodriguez, like many among 
the nearly 800,000 immigrants 
brought to the U.S. as children, 
is increasingly nervous that she’ll 
lose her legal residency status and 
face deportation. 

That motivated her to meet 
with congressional staffers last 
week and plead for their boss, 
Rep. Mimi Walters, to take a lead- 
ership role in preserving protec- 
tions made available to her and 
other so-called “Dreamers” by the 
Obama administration. 

President Donald Trump an- 
nounced in September that no 
more temporary extensions would 
be granted after March under the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Ar- 

DREAMERS » PAGE 14 
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KYUSUNG GONG — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Demonstrators chant inside of Mimi Walters’ office building in Irvine on Thursday. 


LEGIONNAIRES’ 
CASES INCLUDE 
VISITORS TO 
DISNEYLAND 


The Orange County Health 
Care Agency is investigating a 
dozen cases of Legionnaires dis- 
ease, including one death. The 
cases involve people who either 
live in the Anaheim area or vis- 
ited the area — including Disney- 
land — in September. Disneyland 
says it voluntarily shut down two 
cooling towers after learning of 
the cases of Legionnaires’, which 
usually involve inhaling tiny wa- 
ter droplets. news 13 
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